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The Hollywood Christmas Parade passes by 
A look back at the annual spectacle, which was recently canceled after a 75-year 
run. 
By Michael Dare, MICHAEL DARE is a photographer and writer. His website is dareland.com. 
April 8, 2007  
 
FOR YEARS, I HAD A second-floor loft/photo studio on Hollywood Boulevard, above 
Frederick's, across the street from Johnny's Steak House, down the block from Musso & 
Frank's, with two enormous French windows that opened out onto the boulevard and the 
Walk of Fame in all its tacky glory.  
 
It was the perfect place to watch the Hollywood Christmas Parade go by, as all my 
friends soon noticed.  
 
So just picture a party, a good one, everyone in the mood, when suddenly, from outside 
the window, comes a marching band playing some hideous piece of Sousa crap. 
Everyone runs to the balcony and shouts, "Shut up! Please stop that! You're making me 
nauseous!" But no, the horrible music gets louder until it's right below, and we're all 
shouting, "In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida! Anything but Sousa!"  
 
And then the band is gone, replaced by a guy on a horse who looks like Gene Autry — 
because it is Gene Autry. We hang out the window to get his attention, then shout, "We 
love you, Roy!"  
 
We discover that one of the TV camera positions is two blocks west, up the parade route, 
giving us a good two-minute warning as to who is approaching. Knowing Charo is on her 
way, we make a sign that says "Cuchi-Cuchi" and hold it out the window. 
 
And now this 75-year-old Hollywood parade has been canceled, and that makes me 
nuts. David Geffen, Jerry Bruckheimer, Steven Spielberg — the list goes on and on of 
the industry bigwigs who could save it as casually as buying breakfast.  
 
It's worth saving and remolding into something spectacular, a parade for the 21st 
century, entirely interactive, live on TV and the Internet. Turn it into a contest, a 
Hollywood "American Idol," a reality show, an insane promo for absolutely everything 
showbiz; encourage interaction with the audience in the street, celebrities throwing their 
latest DVDs from the backseats of classic American convertibles.  
 
It doesn't take much imagination to sell this thing. 
 
If I were a billionaire, I'd do it in an instant.  
 

 
 
 
 

  

Iraq needs micromanagers 
ROSA BROOKS: Why Congress has 
every right to pull strings in war and 
show some leadership.  
 

  Want to get away from it all 
in "Yosemite"? View our 
readers' photos and share 
your own at Your Scene. 

Submit your photo now >> 

Ads by Google 

Hollywood 
Ringtone 
Play ringtones on 
your cell phone. 
Download Now! 
SendTheRingtones.com 
 
Pilates Training 
Private training in 
Pilates studio New 
equipment and 
certified 
www.NaturalPilates.com 
 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  

 
More Commentary News 

 
 

Most Viewed Most E-mailed Related News  

 

- Go green? Go West
- A week in the life of a Washington lobbyist
- Einstein: a genius for rebellion

Ads by Google 

Hollywood Studio Tours 
Sony Studios Tour - See Movie & TV Magic Come 
Alive! Book Now 
www.SonyPicturesStudios.com

www.poolparty.com 
Your TV, movie, net and music video fix at the 
celebrity poolparty. 
www.poolparty.com

Humor Website 
Hollywood advice Free! 
www.SilverPolishProductions.com

Universal Studios Tickets 
Free Tickets To Universal Studios In Hollywood, 
California. Act Now! 
Travel-RewardBlvd.com

W Hollywood Residences 
143 Residences at Hollywood & Vine Enliven your 
senses now. 
whollywoodresidences.com

 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  

Page 1The Hollywood Christmas Parade passes by - Los Angeles Times

4/8/2007mhtml:file://C:\Documents and Settings\Owner\My Documents\My Websites\LA Times lett...




